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In my sermon on January 15, I talked about the  

questions that Jesus and his disciples asked that    

disrupted the status quo of their lives and             

communities (and even the world!): Who is this      

Jesus?  What would happen if I followed him?  What 

are you looking for?   
 

Our Lenten series continues this conversation.  Our 

scripture passages each week of Lent will be filled 

with questions from Jesus and those who he          

encounters in his ministry.  Maybe some of these 

questions will even be ones that we are asking about 

our life and faith.   

 

We will be guided once again by our friends at A 

Sanctified Art.  The series is entitled Seeking: Honest 

Questions For A Deeper Faith.  Here is a reflection 

about the series from one of the founding creative 

partners, Rev. Sarah Speed:  

 

“So often faith is portrayed as something you have or 

you don ’t. You are strong in your faith, or you are 

knee-deep in doubt. It ’s one or the other. This black 

and white thinking fits with our society's obsession 

with choosing sides. However, it doesn ’t fit with my 

experience of faith. For me, faith has always been an 

experience of seeking—seeking God in the world, 

seeking the good, seeking a deeper truth. I seek my 

way through prayer. I seek my way into scripture. I 

am forever cobbling together memories, feelings, 

questions, and experiences, all in an effort to see 

God more clearly. When we studied the scriptures for 

this season of Lent, I saw that same hungry seeking 

in the text. Over and over, people ask questions. Je-

sus asks questions. The crowds ask questions. Eve-

ryone seems to be looking for something deeper, and 

it is that honest curiosity that allows them to run into 

the Divine. This Lent, I long for that same experience 

for all of us. So may we be seekers. May we ask 

questions. May we look for God under every rock and 

stone. And in the seeking, may we find. ” 
 

I’m looking forward to seeking with you on this Lenten 

journey!   

 

Pastor  Ju l ie  

Lenten Devotional Available  
Seeking: Honest Questions 

For A Deeper Faith 
Find them in the sanctuary or 

as an e-reader here:  

https://

online.flippingbook.com/

view/928029194/ 

 

Our Lenten Sermon Series  

Ash Wednesday Service 
 

February 22nd  with the 
Imposition of ashes at 

 

The Village of Warren 
Glenn, 12:30pm 

 

First Church, 7pm 

Our Painting with Lisa night was a hit on Friday and 

we raised nearly $500 for the Day Center!  Special 

thanks to Lisa Raymond for donating her time,           

talent, and supplies!   
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From the Finance Committee 

Our total operating income for the year is $147,376.18 com-

pared to $154,236.61 for last year, reflecting a decrease of 

$6,860.43 this year. Total offerings for the year were 

$139,893.17, which is a decrease of $7,911.75 over last 

year. Our operating expense of $193,532.02 reflects an in-

crease of $19,258.74 in spending over last year.  Our Gross 

Operating Deficit is $46,155.84.  We redeemed $26,426.36 

from our investment fund this year, giving us a year to date 

Net Operating deficit of $19,729.48.  Our Investment Fund 

performance this year is a decrease of $135,281.34.   As of 

December 31, 2022, our checking account balance was 

$57,438.10 and our investments total $682,895.87, giving us 

a grand total of $740,333.97 in liquid assets.  Our temporary 

restricted funds total $72,907.63 and $130,000.00 is reserved 

for future capital improvements. The investment fund prior 

year end balances are as follows:   

 

  2017:  $231,259.29  

  2018:  $698,784.13 

  2019:  $730,809.05 

  2020:  $825,894.78  

                2021:  $914,603.57 

Thank you, 

Finance Committee 

Below is our financial position for the months of January 

through December 2022: 

 

Cash Receipts 

 Pledge offerings              $119,142.94 

 Plate offerings       19,984.23 

             Other offerings                                    766.00 

 Per Capita         2,185.99   

 Church Use         4,605.00 

 Other operating income                       692.02 

 Total Operating Income            $147,376.18 

 

Cash Expenditures 

 Staff Salaries & Benefits   $121,189.35 

 Building/operational expenses         50,232.34 

 Committee expenses       16,711.68 

 Per Capita Pd to Presbytery        5,398.65                      

 Total Operating Expense  $193,532.02 

 

 Gross Operating Surplus<deficit>  < $46,155.84>  

    

               Investment Fund Redemption          26,426.36 

 

                Net Operating Surplus<deficit>   <$19,729.48> 

 

Memo: Investment Fund income             < $135,281.34> 

Elder Kevin Smith - one of our own!  

Kevin was installed as Moderator of the 

Presbytery of Detroit on January 28 at First 

Presbyterian Church of Birmingham.  Our 

choir joined with the First Birmingham choir 

as our own, June Zydek directed.  Pastor 

Julie presided at the table with Pastor John 

Judson.  Kevin will serve this one year term, moderating 

meetings of the presbytery and presiding at installations and 

ordinations for pastors.  Congratulations, Kevin!   

In our Presbytery, each church offers a per capita (per 

member) $36.00 to our work together.  That money gets 

distributed between the Presbytery, Synod, and General  

Assembly.  First Church sends in our per capita out of our 

operating budget. You are invited, if you have not done so  

already, to help us off-set that cost and give  specifically 

towards  per-capita.  You can do so  on-line, with the per 

capita envelope in your offering box, or a check with a 

memo of “Per Capita” on it.   Thank you for your help. 

2023 Deacons 2023 Elders 

Sue Edson Bill Halstead 

Kellye Fazio Renee Lawrence 

Hydee Grieg Mac McDoouhall 

Sheila Harriger Glenn McIntyre 

Lynn Muechel Jane Motta 

June Zydek Bob Nowaczewski 

Darlene Rzman - Clerk of Session 
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Join us after worship for  Fellowship 

Time sponsored by the deacons on 

February 19 and March 19 in      

Fellowship Hall!  Let’s take some 

time to get to know one another and 

catch up with one another’s lives.   

From the Music Department: 

 

Greetings!  I wanted to give everyone a heads-up that 

on Friday, April 21, the Motor City Chorale will be   

presenting their spring concert at First Presbyterian of 

Warren at 7:30 pm. There will be a free-will offering. 

Please plan to attend if you can. They always do a 

lovely presentation of choral music at their concerts.  

 

Also, I have auditioned for and been accepted into the   

Detroit Concert Choir. They have 3 upcoming         

concerts. On Saturday, March 11 at 7:30 pm we will be 

presenting a concert entitled “Every Time I Feel the 

Spirit” at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 2326        

Woodward Avenue in Detroit (near Comerica Park). 

The same concert will be presented on Sunday, March 

12 at 3:00 pm at Grosse Pointe Memorial Church, 16 

Lakeshore Drive, Grosse Pointe Farms. This concert 

will feature some classical choir pieces, but it will also 

include several arrangements of spirituals arranged by 

Detroit composers.  

 

On Sunday, May 7 at 3:00 pm we will be presenting 

“The American Road” at Birmingham Unitarian 

Church, 36651 Woodward Avenue, Birmingham.  

 

I will be posting information on the concerts on the   

bulletin board outside the choir room. Please stop by 

and check it out if you are interested. I would love to 

see members of my church family in the audience!    

June Zydek 

The Presbyterian Women meet on the second 

Wednesday of each month at 9:45 am. We 

are currently studying    Celebrating Sabbath:  

Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight. At 

our next meeting,  February 8 we will be    

discussing  Lesson 6 Sabbath and Hospitality 

led by Pastor Julie, please join even if you have read the 

lesson or want to jump in new with us. There will be  a 

brief business meeting after. All women are welcome to 

join us! 

~  Week of Warmth Returns to Our Building! ~ 
 

It is exciting to welcome overnight guests for a Week 

of Warmth Feb 26th-March 5th. There will be more 

details about timelines and how you can help out on 

the bulletin board outside the narthex (please see 

sidebar for donations that we will need for 

the week). If you would like to be part of a 

coordinating team for this, please contact 

Keith Carlson or Jane Motta.  Stay tuned, 

faithful supporters, and thanks in          

advance.   

Boxed Cereal                                       
Applesauce/pudding 

Coffee - decaf and regular                   
Juice boxes 

Individual bags of chips                        
Individually wrapped cookies                

Granola bars                                           
Toiletries 

Underwear 
Socks 
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Pastor 

Reverend Julie Delezenne 

Office Administrator 

Trish  Pearce 

Sunday School Teacher 

Lauren Nowacki 
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June Zydek 

Accompanist 

My-Hoa Steger 

Day Center Coordinator 
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586-751-1721. 

Email:   

office@firstofwarren.com 

Web: www.fistofwarren.com 

Masanga, Alexis 1 

McIntyre, Darryl 7 

Nault, Amy 9 

Bousquette, Kayla 10 

McIntyre, Snezana 12 

Wong, Jane 14 

McIntyre, Barbara 19 

Price, Erin 23 

Crowton, Aaron 27 

Lawrence, Renee 13 

Raymond, Joseph 1 

Aneed, Nicole 2 

Grieg, Hydee 2 

Overfield, Christine 6 

Jaworski, Dave 8 

Bungala, Rolly 10 

Stein, Barbara 11 

Widger, Jack 14 

Ketepa, Michelle 15 

Kausch, Kevin 18 

Kirkindall, Martin 21 

Slupinski, Michael 24 

Thompson, Allan 25 

Fazio, Kellye 30 
Ways to give to First Church  today: 
 

1) By cash or check in the offering plate. 

2) Use the QR code to go to our online giving  

portal.  Set up a one time or  recurring gift.   

3) Download the "Vanco Mobile" app on your 

phone.  Search "Warren" and find First  Presby-

terian Church (check address listed at 3000 E 

12 Mile!). Set up a one time or  

 recurring gift. Go to your phones app store and 

download the  app. 

Our Mission 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Warren is a welcoming  

family of God following Christ’s  teaching and putting  

faith into action. 


