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First Presbyterian Church of Warren

PUTTING FAITH INTO ACTION
Visit us online at www.firstofwarren.com or on
Pastor’s Corner

Preachers for July!
While Pastor Julie is away, come to worship and
hear God’s Word preached by some of her
amazing colleagues!
July 10 Elder Charon Barconey, Associate
Executive Presbyter
July 17 Rev. Jasmine Smart, Moderator of the
Presbytery of Detroit
July 24 Rev. Megan Berry, Resident Minister,
First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor
July 31 Rev. Kevin Piecuch, Executive Director
of the Southwest Detroit Immigrant and
Refugee Center

This June, Adam and I celebrate 15 years of marriage!
Soon after our anniversary, Adam will be heading up to
Camp Westminster on Higgins Lake as he is serving now as
the Interim Executive Director. This has been a “full circle”
moment for us as we met at the camp 21 years ago (!) and
were engaged and married there. My own call to ministry
was grown and developed there.
We chose our wedding scripture from Matthew 6:25-34: “Do
not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink, or about your body, what you will wear…..But seek
first the kingdom of God and God’s righteousness and all
these things will be give to you as well.”
This scripture is an invitation to Jesus’ disciples to let go of
our anxiety, our worry, our clutch on trying to control outcomes and produce as much as we can. It is an invitation to
simply seek God and God’s kingdom.

Mini Sermon Series for
June 19, 26 and July 3
Around the Campfire:
Stories from the Book of Genesis

I am grateful to the call to seek God’s kingdom with the
community of First Presbyterian Church of Warren, this call
that began over 7 years ago now. I am grateful that this
community- for the most part!- seeks God’s kingdom without
great worry or anxiety, and with great trust that God will
provide, that God works alongside us and we do not need to
be afraid. I am so grateful.

I am also grateful that even though this is the case, that the
Session has given me much opportunity to rest and to let go
of my regular daily responsibilities for a bit more time this
summer as I go on a sort of mini-sabbatical and spend much
of July at Camp Westminster with my family.
All are welcome to join us for a fun evening at
Jimmy John’s for Stadium Baseball, Friday
June 17th @ 7:00pm , tickets are $15, with
fireworks after the game, The Village bus will
be available on a first come basis, please see
the sign up on the bulletin board or Mac
McDougall for more information.

I hope that you too might find time to rest- whatever that may
mean or look like for you. Rest from your daily routine. Find
ways to have fun, enjoy life, and be creative or just be.
Peace,
Pastor Julie
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From the Finance Committee
Our total operating income year to date is $56,783.36 compared to $55,629.21 for the same period last year,
reflecting an increase of $1,154.15 this year. Total offerings through April were $53,496.71, which is a decrease of
$563.44 over the same period last year. Our operating expense of $63,137.85 reflects an increase of $4,428.68 in
spending over the same period last year. Our Gross Operating Deficit is $6,354.49. We redeemed $13,213.18
from our investment fund so far this year, giving us a year to date Net Operating Surplus of $6,858.69. Our
Investment Fund performance this year is a decrease of $50,003.39. As of the end of April, our checking account
balance was $139,820.15 and our investments total $781,387.00, giving us a grand total of $921,207.15 in liquid
assets. Of this total, $70,000.00 is reserved for parking lot improvements, $58,670.91 for other temporary restricted
funds and memorials and $130,000.00 is reserved for future capital improvements. The investment fund prior year
end balances is as follows:
2017: $231,259.29
FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT:
2018: $698,784.13
2019: $730,809.05
After a few starts and stops this choir season, we
2020: $825,894.78
finished on a great note. I would like to thank the choir
2021: $914,603.57
and the bell choir for their dedicated service this very
difficult year. The choir managed to present the ChristBelow is our financial position for the months of
mas season cantata in spite of all odds against them.
January through April 2022:
They were each given practice tracks and practiced on
their own during times of absence due to COVID
Cash Receipts
numbers. We had a new – temporary accompanist –
Pledge offerings
$46,447.48
not an easy adjustment, and still the choir came
Plate offerings
6,695.23
through. The last 5 anthems there was no separate
Other offerings
354.00
accompanist, but I played while conducting – not an
Per Capita
1,215.84
ideal situation, but we all adapted this year. The bell
Church Use
1,800.00
choir worked hard, too, and also had to take a couple
Other operating income
270.81
of breaks, but they still rang beautifully throughout the
Total Operating Income
$56,783.36
season. So, once again thanks to all!! Special thanks
Cash Expenditures
to Pastor Julie for stepping up to fill in at the last
Staff Salaries & Benefits
$40,046.38
minute for ringers who were ill. We are so fortunate to
Building/operational expenses 17,765.92
have a pastor who can sight-read and knows how to
Committee expenses
3,975.89
ring!!
Per Capita Pd to Presbytery
1,349.66
For the summer this year, we will have pianist Richard
Total Operating Expense $ 63,137.85
Alder covering the services and accompanying special
Gross Operating Surplus<deficit> < $6,354.49> music. Richard will start on June 12, but then for 3
weeks will not be able to be here. Michelle Ketepa will
Investment Fund Redemption
13,213.18
lead with her guitar on those three weeks until Richard
can return. He will remain through September 11. I
Net Operating Surplus<deficit> $ 6,858.69
know you will all make him feel welcome and
comfortable showing First Church hospitality, as you
Memo: Investment Fund income
< $50,003.39>
always do.
The choir and bell annual end-of-season fellowship get
-together will be on Wednesday, June 8. All bell ringers
and choir singers and their significant other are
welcome to the Fellowship Hall that evening for a meal
and lots of fun. Sign-up to bring a dish is on the piano
in the choir room.
Sunday June 19th

Have a great summer!!
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BUILDING A BELOVED COMMUNITY

Understanding per capita
The money contributed helps build up the Body of Christ
One evening 20 years ago, I was in a meeting with two
local church sessions. They were discussing the
congregations’ differing views on a matter
before the General Assembly — the ordination of
LGBTQ Presbyterians. The exchange was polite but
candid, with passionately expressed opposing views. At
a pause, one session moderator, the pastor who was proordination of LGBTQ Presbyterians, said in an offhand
way, “Well, at least we agree on one thing: Our churches
don’t really need the denomination’s help all that much.”
A hand quickly shot up. The clerk of session from that
church stood and said firmly, “I respectfully disagree.”
Everyone was now paying close attention as the clerk told
of a crisis the church once faced in which presbytery
and synod leaders immediately contacted the
congregation. “They advised us on legal matters. They
arranged for substitute preachers. And they helped us
find an interim pastor to lead through the next two
years,” said the clerk.
I confess: I was the pastor who had said we didn’t
really need the denomination’s help. I knew our clerk was
right as he urged us not to dismiss denominational
leaders as “church bureaucracy,” describing them,
instead, as skilled leaders who help our denomination
function. As the
pastor, it was my turn to speak — and apologize. It
wasn’t my best moment, but whenever I speak about the
value of per capita, I tell that story. It’s embarrassing
every time, but it makes the point: Without per capita
payments that provide the funding for presbytery,
synod and General Assembly, the support needed in a
crisis by the congrega- tion I now serve would not have
been there.
Friends from other nonconnectional denominations
whose own churches have gone through similar rough
patches understand. They have nowhere to turn when
they need help.
There are good theological and biblical arguments
in support of per capita. It is the connective tissue in
the body imagery of the Apostle Paul — “But in fact God
has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just
as he wanted them to be” (1 Corinthians 12:18, NIV).
Per capita provides the wherewithal for the ecclesiastical democracy of the priesthood of all believers to
run smoothly. It fuels the machinery of doing church the
Presbyterian way, which is quite different from independent congregational and bishop-based systems. It can

also be embraced as one way in which we work
toward building a beloved community.
A recent experience reminded me again of the importance of per capita. This past summer, we had our
backyard regraded. The melting snows of Minnesota
winters had begun finding their way down a slope and
into the basement. We had to redo everything in the yard.
As I watched workers build rain channels and install
rock, I thought of my assignment to write about why I
support per capita and how having a Sunday in January
dedi- cated to per capita awareness is a wonderful
educational moment for our congregations. Gardens,
like churches, need infrastructure.
For many years, we had simply planted bulbs, tended
vegetables and weeded flower beds. It was only when we
had to start the garden from scratch that we became
aware of how a healthy garden depends on infrastructure.
We had never been particularly concerned with soil composition and drainage. We assumed and took for granted
that the garden would be there year after year.
Congregations can be like that. We worship, teach
church school and sing in the choir. We marry and
bury. We advocate for justice. But without the support
that undergirds the way we do church, the plants in our
congregational gardens would find it difficult to thrive.
We are not often aware of the value of per capita, but it
is there all the time — especially when we need it. Our
clerk of session reminded me of that one evening long
ago.
The Rev. Dr. Timothy Hart-Andersen is the senior pastor of
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Minneapolis.
Reprinted from Presbyterians Today.

JUNE IS PER CAPITA MONTH AT FIRST
CHURCH In our Presbytery, each church offers
a per capita (per member) of approximately $34
to our work together. That money gets
distributed between the Presbytery, Synod, and
General Assembly. First Church sends in our
per capita out of our operating budget. This
June, you are invited, if you have not done so
already, to help us off-set that cost and give
specifically towards per-capita. You can do so
on-line, with the per capita envelope in your
offering box, or a check with a memo of “Per
Capita” on it. We’ll be sharing more about per
capita and how it connects us as Presbyterians
in worship this month! Thank you for your help!
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Two Opportunities for Bible Study!

All Church Camp-Out!
All are welcome to join us at Camp Westminster on Higgins
Lake July 29-31 for our All Church Camp-Out! Our own,
Adam Delezenne is the new Interim Director of Camp
Westminster, which is a 97 year old summer camp and a
ministry of Westminster Church of Detroit.
Q: Where can we stay?
A: We will be renting the large lodge at Camp Westminster.
There are 3 rooms (2 with 8 beds, 1 with 3 beds) available to
rent ($150 for the weekend) These will be available first
come, first served. Or you can tent/pop up trailer (no
electric) for free on the camp property. You can also stay at
the North Higgins Lake State Park which is right next door to
the camp. You would need to reserve ASAP with the DNR.
You can also find hotels in nearby Grayling. There are also
opportunities to rent cabins at the Camp along the lake.
These cabins do not have electricity or water, but
bathhouses are nearby.

Q: Are there other costs?
A: We are asking $25/person to help cover the cost of the
lodge and other activities. Let us know if you need help
financially- we want to make sure everyone who wants to
can attend! There will also be an opportunity to sign up to
help with bringing food as we get closer to the date.
Q: What will we do there?
A: We will arrive anytime after 3pm on Friday and leave after
worship in the chapel by the lake at 11am on Sunday. There
will be opportunity for swimming, sitting around the fire, arts
and crafts, archery, hiking, labyrinth walking, biking trail,
sharing stories, playing games, etc.
Q: I'm ready! How can I sign up?
A: Sign up on the bulletin board in the Narthex OR email/call
Nina Wash.

1) Sunday Morning in the Conference Room at
8:30am. We will be going through 1&2 Timothy
over the next few months. It’s a perfect time to
join!
2) Thursdays at the Village of Warren Glenn at
1pm. Check the bulletin for updates on topics.
It’s a perfect time to join!
The Presbyterian Women of FC
will be meeting Wednesday, June
8th @ 10:00 am for a short
business meeting to determine
the Bible Study for the fall. We will
be choosing one of two books to follow,
please join us to determine which one we
will do.
Our June luncheon will be after the meeting
on June 8th, there will be sandwiches from
Kroger that will cost approximately $5.
Please see Kathy Pehote for a sign-up of
what to bring.
We will not meet in July or August, have a
healthy, happy and safe summer.
Judy Webb

~ Update from the Day Center @
First Pres ~
Since reopening in February we have gone
from 8 guests per Thursday to 18 per
Thursday in May. We also have a new
community partner with Community 1st
Health Centers joining in late April. On May
12th they offered Vaccination and boosters to
our guests and congregation. We had a total
of 13 that day. Thank you to the congregation
for all your support.
Keith Carlson
Program Coordinator

New Live Stream System Up and Running!
Thanks to YOU our new live stream system has been up and running for a few weeks. We now have different
camera angles, are able to zoom in, and can stream videos as part of the service! The tech crew in the back has
found it not so difficult to learn but are always working to make things better!
THANK YOU to our dedicated tech volunteers!
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Happy Birthday

Happy Birthday
Roland, Gerianne
Brewer, Susan
Motta, Jane
Frazee, June
Masanga, Lusiya
Schafer, Arden
Macfarlane, Joyce
Fazio, Kaitlin
Stepanovic, George
Brown, Logan
Johnson, Susan
Raymond, Lisa
Jaworski, Jean

2
6
7
8
13
15
16
17
23
25
27
30
30

WE CELEBRATE OUR GRADUATING
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS!
Kayla Bousquette, Kaley Brown,
Daniel Hudgins, Zoe Pierowich,
and Keren Masanga!
Congratulations to the Class of 2022!
Join us in worship on June 12 as we
celebrate them.

1
4
6
7
10
12
13
15
18
19
22
23
27
28
28

Happy Anniversary

Happy Anniversary
Julie & Adam Delezenne 2
Ed & Joyce Macfarlane 28
Nicole & Ron Aneed
28
Dan & Christina Getz
28
Mike & Cozette Slupinski 28
Joel & Kathy Pehote

Pehote, Kathleen
Hudgins, Robyn
Blackaby, Fran
Nemchik, Julie
Gawne, Linda
Delezenne, Adam
Martin, Joyce
Barrie, Ruth
Pehote, Joel
Wertz, Linda
Kohler, Sharon
Smith, Mary
Wash, Elaine
Harriger, Sheila
Weidenbach , Carol

Arden & Bev Schafer
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We also congratulate Dr. Rachel Fazio
on the completion of her program in
optometry! Congratulations to the
whole Fazio family!
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Another school year has come and gone. It is always bittersweet. Thankfully, we had two great groups. One from
Sterling High School that cleaned our building for us every Friday. The other group was from Cousino High School,
and they visited with the residents from the Village of Warren Glenn and had some amazing adventures with the
residents. I would like to thank again all the wonderful people who helped to make the end of the year celebrations
such a success. Some of you cooked or baked. Some donated gift cards. Some helped serve and clean up. Each
of you are appreciated for your kind donations of time, talent, and monies. It takes our little First Church community
to make such a HUGE impact in our neighborhood.
Now…on to the summer. I do not want you to think that just because school is out for the summer, that Inclusion
Ministry is done too. There is still lots going on, so watch your bulletin for weekly and monthly Inclusion Ministry
activities.

Sterling Heights
High School

Cousino High School
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First Presbyterian Church of Warren
3000 E. Twelve Mile Rd
Warren, MI 48092
June/July/August 2022

Join us for a local
BUY NOTHING GROUP
for a FREE Yard Sale!
Where: First Church
When: Saturday June 11th
2:30 pm- 5:30 pm

Come to a FREE yard "sale"
sponsored by the local Buy
Nothing group and First Presbyterian Church of Warren! Everything
is free! Hot dogs and snacks
also for free!

Back Parking Lot Update
The back parking lot is done!
Now we will be working on the
approach and some of the
sidewalk around the church.

Our Mission
First Presbyterian Church of Warren is a
welcoming family of God following Christ’s
teaching and putting faith into action
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Reverend Julie Delezenne
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Trish Pearce
Sunday School Teacher
Lauren Nowacki
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June Zydek
Accompanist: Richard Alder
Inclusion Ministry
Marijo Hockley
Day Center Coordinator
Keith Carlson
Office Hours
Mon-Tues-Thurs
9:30 am-2:30 pm
586-751-1721.
Email:
office@firstofwarren.com
Web: www.fistofwarren.com

