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Turning leaves, new haircuts, packed lunches, a year ahead of us. 

 

It’s back to school season!   And whether you are among the youngest amongst us 

just starting out your school career or have been out of school for more years than 

you can (or choose to!) count, September often brings the feelings of new           

possibilities and possibly a readiness to commit to new adventures in learning or 

new disciplines in our lives.    

 

Here at First Church, we hope there is a little something for everyone to do just that 

as we are “following Christ’s teachings” as our mission statement says.  In the 

newsletter you will find more info about new happenings in Sunday School for kids 

in grades K-5 as well as youth group events that we are planning with Amazing 

Grace Lutheran Church.   

 

For adults, there are several places and ways to learn something new, connect with 

others in the congregation, and grow in our faith.  Some examples include:  

 

 Sunday Morning Bible Study at 8:30am is continuing in our study of the Gospel 

of Matthew.  This group is for people who have all different levels of experience 

with studying the Bible and who are willing to be open to lots of different view 

points and to share their own! 

 A new preaching class will start in October!  (See page 5 for more info!) 

 Join the choir or bell choir!  (See page 2 for more info!) 

 All women are welcome to join in the Presbyterian Women book study of A Year 

of Biblical Womanhood, by Rachel Held Evans.  (See page 3 for more info!) 

 Serve at the Day Center on Thursdays from 10am-4pm! 

 

For everyone, our Sermon Series in September will start on September 8 as we ask 

“Why Christian?”  What is important about our faith in our changing world today?  

We will do some self-examination as we ask: Why Christian?  Why the Bible?  Why 

Jesus? And Why Church?   

 

Looking forward to all that God is going to do this fall at and through First Church! 

 

God’s Peace, 

Pastor Julie 
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The Chancel 

Choir will begin 

rehearsals on 

Wednesday, 

September 4th at 

7:15 in the choir 

room and the Bel Canto Ringers 

will begin  rehearsals in the back 

of the sanctuary on Wednesday, 

September 4th at 6:00 pm.   

Inclusion Ministry  

From the Director of Music 

 

It’s been a very busy summer in the choir room. Right now there are 5 

bell tables set up as a bell ensemble is busily practicing after  services 

for the special music they will be providing on September 1st.  

 

We inherited some music from the choral and bell libraries at   Heritage 

Presbyterian Church when they closed and also a large bell library 

from Auburn Hills Presbyterian Church. Auburn Hills also gave us lots 

of bell equipment that we needed. I have spent the summer setting up 

libraries for Hand Bell Literature and adding the choral music to our 

files. It was a lot of work! 

 

A HUGE thank-you to Barb Stein for her donation of beautiful new 

hand bell gloves for the entire Bel Canto Ringers group!!  

   

I attended the Fellowship of Baptist Musicians annual music            

conference in Green Lake, Wisconsin in July. This is an ecumenical 

group of church musicians from just about every Christian                

denomination imaginable. There are workshops for worship, hand 

bells, choir, flute, orchestra and lots of children’s music programs. The 

conference went for one week and was most valuable for  learning new 

ideas and techniques. I plan to attend again next year. 

 

June Zydek 

Music Director 

 

 

September 
Scripture Readings 

Sometimes when I want to listen carefully, I close my eyes tightly so 

that I can concentrate on what I'm trying to hear. It's so easy to get    

distracted by the things around us and the things we need to do. We 

forget sometimes that what God calls us to do is to stop and listen. That 

is my goal starting this Fall within the Inclusion Ministry Program. I invite 

you to come and listen with me. I know it’s difficult to stop our busy lives 

for a moment, but I promise it will be worth it. Come and  listen to the 

Cousino High School and Sterling High School students as they  begin 

a new school year with us as work-study students. They are eager to 

share their stories with you, but just as eager to hear your stories as 

well. Come and share stories with our Village of Warren Glenn family. 

Watch the Sunday Bulletin and slides for information on upcoming    

programs!  

 

Marijo Hockley, Inclusion Ministry Coordinator 

15th Sunday after Pentecost  

September 1 

Jeremiah 2:4–13  

Psalm 81:1, 10–16  

Hebrews 13:1–8, 15–16 

Luke 14:1, 7–14  

 

16th Sunday after Pentecost  

September 8 

Jeremiah 18:1–11  

Psalm 139:1–6, 13–18  

Philemon 1–21  

Luke 14:25–33  

 

17th Sunday after Pentecost  

September 15 

Jeremiah 4:11–12, 22–28  

Psalm 14  

1 Timothy 1:12–17 1  

Luke 15:1–10  

 

18th Sunday after Pentecost  

September 22 

Jeremiah 8:18—9:1  

Psalm 79:1–9  

1 Timothy 2:1–7  

Luke 16:1–13  

 

19th Sunday after Pentecost  

September 29 

Jeremiah 32:1–3a, 6–15  

Psalm 91:1–6, 14–16  

1 Timothy 6:6–19 1  

Luke 16:19–31  
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         Presbyterian Women “Ingathering Shower” Mission Project 

September 12, 2019 7:00 pm 

Fellowship Hall with Refreshments 

 

We invite all women of the church to our annual “Ingathering Shower” on 

Thursday, September 12th at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. This is a     

Mission Project of the Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of Detroit.   

Approximately 32 agencies n Wayne, Oakland and Macomb County request 

specific items for their people in need. 

 

Our list of requested items is posted on the PW bulletin board in case you 

have forgotten what you signed up for or if you would like to sign up. There 

are still some items we in need of on the lists. All items must be NEW also 

PLEASE LEAVE THE PRICE TAGS ON! We will have refreshments, 

open the gifts and enjoy good fellowship! Please join us! 

 

For several years now the PW have dressed dolls for the Goodfellows. This 

year we  dressed 40 dolls, our dressmakers were Betty Duplissis, Ann   

Hamilton, Lois Uhl and Fran Wood. Thank you to the Deacons for the     

wonderful Fellowship Hour on the 18th of August where the dolls were     

displayed, congratulations to Ann Hamilton whose doll was voted by you to 

represent First Church. Our dolls will be part of 9000 dolls which will be    

distributed to children in their Christmas gift box from the Detroit             

Goodfellows. They prepare over 30,000 gift boxes for children 4-13 years old 

in the Detroit, Highland Park, Harper Woods, Hamtramck and River Rouge 

area. 

 

Our Fall Bible Study this year will be based on a book, “A Year of Biblical 

Womanhood”, by Rachel Held Evans. The books are available for purchase 

at the cost of $11, please see Judy Webb or Lynn Meuchel if you are        

interested in joining us this fall, Thursday, October 10th at 9:45 am. 

Sunday  

Septem-

Rally Day All Day!  

On September 8th 

The Christian Education Committee will be celebrating Rally Day 

All Day!  Stay after worship for a potluck (sign up in the           

narthex).  Then you are invited to head to the Howell Nature  

Center for an afternoon of fun!  There will be 12 spots open for a 

2-3 hour zip line tour through the forest.  Cost is $30/person.  

Children need to be big enough to fit into the  harness and all 

need to be able to hike a bit.  7 zip lines of fun!  If you aren't zip 

lining, there is no cost  f you want to just hang out in the          

Naturescape (awesome playground!), see the  animals at the 

Wild Wonders Park, or go for a hike.  At 5pm, we will all   con-

vene for a  campfire, hot dogs, s'mores, and sharing around the 

fire. Sign-ups are located on the bulletin board in the                  

Narthex.  First come, first serve for the  zip-lining.   

Bring family and friends!   

 

Ann Hamilton’s winning doll! 
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Day Center Update 

Deacon Doings! 

FIRST CHURCH + ST LOUISE = GREAT WEEK FOR MCREST 

JOIN US! 

 

As in years past, we are joining with the St. Louise Catholic Church, which is 

located just west of First Church, in supporting MCREST (Macomb County 

Revolving Emergency Shelter Team) the week of October 20th to October 

27
th
.  We will be helping them transform their parish center into a “home” for 

those in our community who have fallen on hard times. There are many 

ways that you can help with this program. Many   volunteers are needed in 

setting up, cooking, driving guests to work, laundry and much more.        

Volunteer sign-up sheets will be available in late September. You can also 

help by donating new socks and t-shirts, monetary donations will help us 

with dinner, bus tickets, assistance with laundry and purchasing items when 

needed. 

 

Please watch for more information and sign-up sheets. They will appear 

around the church, in the weekly bulletins and also the October church 

newsletter. 

     Nine weeks into our Day Center Program and 

everything is running smoothly. June saw 52 guests 

an average 13 per week. July we had 62 guests  

averaging 21 per week. We’ve seen a mother and 

child, also a family with 4 children both have seen 

Community Housing Network. 

 

        In August a couple moved into housing, what an exciting time 

for them. I had an opportunity to speak with them and their desire to 

come and volunteer occasionally at our Day Center. I also received 

an email from one of our guests letting us know how much they  

appreciate all we do for them.  

 

 If you are not sure if you’d like to volunteer just drop me a email or  

Give me a call, I would love for you to visit and see how the center 

runs. 

Keith Carlson, Day Center Coordinator 

Nu New York Deli Sterling Heights 
 

Leo’s Country Oven Madison Heights 

Country Oven Warren 

Jet’s Pizza Sterling Heights 

Wing Stop Warren 

Firenze Warren 

Grinder Zee Sterling Heights 

to our Community Partners  

THANK YOU to all the adult AND 
youth volunteers who cut the lawn, 
trimmed the bushes and pulled the 

weeds this past summer. Also thank 
you to all who are maintaining our 

Mission Garden! 
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Sunday mornings @ 8:30 am 
“The Gospel of Matthew” 

 

PW 2nd Thursdays of the month 
@ 945 am 

“A Year of Biblical Womanhood” 
by Rachel Held Evans” 

 
Warren Glenn Bible Study 

Thursdays @ 1:00 pm 
“The Letters of Paul” 

 

Preach it!   
 

Feeling called to share with the 

congregation what God has 

placed on your heart?  Just    

interested in learning more about 

what goes into sermon           

preparation and delivery?    

Starting in October, Pastor Julie 

will be  offering a once a month, 

4-part preaching class.  We will 

meet the third Sunday of the 

month from 6-8pm from          

October-January.  Topics will 

include: what is preaching,          

biblical exegesis, sermon form, 

and delivery. We will focus on    

passages from the Gospel of 

Matthew.  Those interested, will 

be given the opportunity to     

develop and preach a sermon 

for the congregation on a      

Sunday morning in winter/spring 

2020.  All are welcome to        

participate whether or not you 

feel called to develop and 

preach a sermon. For more    

information or to sign up talk with 

or email Pastor Julie:              

Julie@firstofwarren.com  

Youth Group Events! 

Calling all youth (6th-12th grades) and their parents!  Please put these events 

on your calendar and look for more info soon!  You are welcome and       

encouraged to bring friends to any events.  This year, we will be partnering 

with our friends at Amazing Grace Lutheran Church for all youth                 

programming.   More friends, more fun! 

 

 September 15, 5pm Kick off Event with Cook-Out @ Amazing Grace 

 October 5, 9am-4pm Montreat in Michigan Retreat @ the Kirk in the Hills 

($10 registration fee) 

 November 1, Lock-In @ First Church 

 December 15, 5pm Christmas Party @ Amazing Grace 

Sunday School 

This year, our schedule for Sunday School will change slightly.  On        

Communion Sundays (1st Sunday of the month), children K-5 will be in        

worship for the whole service with parents or church buddies.  Kids’ worship 

packets and bags available!  On the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays, our amazing 

Sunday School teacher, Lauren, will be leading the kids in Sunday School 

following the Time with Children.  On the 3rd Sunday of the month, a            

volunteer will be using a new-to-us video-based curriculum called Holy Moly 

as we travel through a number of Old Testament stories.  It’s going to be a 

great year!  We are also working on painting and reorganizing the Sunday 

School for more adventures and fun! 

Confused?  Questions?  Contact Nina Wash, CE Elder or Pastor Julie.  We’ll 

be glad to guide you on Sunday mornings too! 

New Child Protection Policy and Training 

Our Session has approved a new Child and Youth Protection Policy.  On 

September 15, after worship, we will have a brief training to review the      

policy for all those who work with children and youth.  We will be completing 

new background checks as well for all working with children and youth as 

part of the policy.  First Church seeks to provide a safe and secure            

environment for the children and youth who participate in our programs and 

activities.  Help us to do so, by attending the training.  Please contact Pastor 

Julie or CE Elder Nina Wash for more information or with any questions.   

Christian Education 

mailto:Julie@firstofwarren.com
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Warren is a welcoming family of God 

following Christ’s teaching and putting faith into action . 

3000 E. Twelve Mile Rd 
Warren, MI 48092 
Phone: 586 751 1721 
E-mail: office@firstofwarren.org 

September 2019 

Celebrating ... 
Rozman, Darlene 1 

McKerricher, Yvonne 2 

Barone, Mark 6 

Smith, Priscilla 6 

Messina, Helen 8 

Nahas, Darcy 8 

Hamilton, Ann  12 

Johnson, Andrew 14 

Widger, Jean 15 

Carlson, Dan 19 

McKerricher, Sondra 19 

McIntyre, Judy 20 

McIntyre, Liz 20 

Hoggarth, Ramona 24 

Nemchik, Paul 25 

Jowers, John 29 

Lawrence, Geneva 29 

LeFevre, Sue 29 

Delezenne, Julie 30 

Yoshi & Carol Yoshida 12 

William & Lois Robinson 13 

Mac & Diana MacDougall 18 

Jane & Tony Wong 20 

Marc & Darlene Rozman 25 

Sharon & Don Kohler 30 


