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I know the “new year” actually begins in January, but this time
of year also always feels like the start of something new. The
end of summer, the beginning of fall. Returning to school
(and work!).
For me, this time of year often brought a kind of “blank
canvas” feeling. What would this year look like? How would I
contribute to “painting” the year that was to come? What
would I learn? How would I grow? What events would
happen that I couldn’t even predict at the beginning of the
fall?

Practice Joy with Us!
September 11 - Joy Show and Tell
 Join us in worship and bring a picture of something or an
object or even a person who brought you joy this summer!
 At 3pm, we’ll meet at the Lake St. Clair Metroparks Nature
Center and go on a hike to share in the Joy of God’s
Creation! Let Pastor Julie know if you need a ride. All are
welcome!
September 18 - Share a Joy Story!
 Pastor Julie is looking for someone would like to share a
story about finding joy during times of suffering. Contact
her if you are interested!
September 25 - Share a Joy Story!
 Pastor Julie is looking for someone who would like to
share a story about sharing in the joy of others. When
have you “rejoiced with those who rejoice”? Contact her if
you are interested!
October 2 - World Communion Sunday


I am excited that we are returning once again to the Follow
Me Curriculum that we used quite a bit last year (Follow
Jesus, Welcome All, Confess, Baptize). Starting September
11, we will begin “Practice Joy.”
It might be strange to think of JOY as a spiritual discipline.
We tend to think of it more as a feeling or a response to
something we experience.
But as Paul tells the Philippians: “Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, Rejoice!” (4:4).
We are called to practice joy and rejoice in the Lord not
because life is treating us really well in the moment, but
because no matter what, God is near.
The Westminster Shorter Catechism (part of our Book of
Confessions) tells us what our “chief end” is, that is what our
purpose in life is to be: “To glorify God, and to ENJOY him
forever” (emphasis mine).

We’ll share the joy of the Lord’s Table together and
remember our connections through Christ to those around
the world.

We are created for joy.
Not the kind of joy that denies or leaves behind heartache or
ignores injustice or glosses over grief.
We are created for a joy that glorifies God not despite of all
the hard stuff, or setting aside all the hard stuff, but through
all things.

Blessing of the Backpacks!
Bring your backpack/suitcase/lunch bag/etc. on Sunday,
September 11 for worship so we can bless them and you
for the new school year! Any students (all ages!),
teachers, school staff, parents, etc. are welcome to join in!

As we begin this new year, I think focusing on joy is a real gift
and invitation to begin “painting” that “blank canvas” with
some beautiful colors.
Peace, Pastor Julie
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From the Finance Committee
FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT:
Our total operating income through June is $78,001.74
compared to $77,042.10 for the same period last year reflecting
an increase of $959.64 this year. Total offerings through June
were $72,927.55, which is a decrease of $885.81 over the
same period last year. Our operating expense of $92,736.14
reflects an increase of $8,673.37 in spending over the same
period last year. Our Gross Operating Deficit is $14,734.40.
We redeemed $13,213.18 from our investment fund so far this
year, giving us a year to date Net Operating deficit of
$1,521.22. Our Investment Fund performance this year is a
decrease of $50,003.39. As of the end of June, our checking
account balance was $77,209.97 and our investments total
$781,387.00, giving us a grand total of $858,596.97 in liquid
assets. During the month of May, $49,251.64 was spent on
parking lot improvements. Our temporary restricted funds total
$74,331.24 and $130,000.00 is reserved for future capital
improvements. The investment fund prior year end balances is
as follows:
2017: $231,259.29
2018: $698,784.13
2019: $730,809.05
2020: $825,894.78
2021: $914,603.57

Choir and handbell rehearsals will start on Wednesday,
September 7. Bells meet at 6:00 and choir at 7:15 pm. WE
NEED RINGERS AND SINGERS. Please consider
adding your talents to the music ministry.
June Zydek

Mission/Outreach

Our Free Pantry Box is getting visitors and we would like
to keep it stocked.
Appreciated donations are:
Canned meat (chicken, tuna)
Mac and cheese
individual servings of Cereal
Granola bars (preferably not chocolate due to
high heat)
Canned fruit
Canned broth
Cracker packets

Below is our financial position for the
month of June 2022:

Sunday School Returns

Cash Receipts
Pledge offerings
$64,657.32
Plate offerings
7,766.23
Other offerings
504.00
Per Capita
1,945.36
Church Use
2,705.00
Other operating income
423.83
Total Operating Income $78,001.74

Our fabulous Sunday School teacher, Lauren, is back
starting September 11! Children K-5th grade are
welcome to attend Sunday School after the Time with
Children during worship. Sunday School is offered each
Sunday except the first Sunday of the month (communion
Sunday).

Cash Expenditures
Staff Salaries & Benefits
$60,540.42
Building/operational expenses 23,980.65
Committee expenses
5,515.41
Per Capita Pd to Presbytery
2,699.66
Total Operating Expense
$92,736.14
Volunteers Needed
We are looking for volunteers over age 18 to serve as
“floaters” for the nursery and Sunday School during
worship. Volunteers will help with the nursery and/or
Sunday School as needed on their assigned day. If you
are interested and able to serve one Sunday a month or
as needed, please contact CE elder Amy Nault or sign
up on the bulletin board in the narthex. Background
check required.

Gross Operating Surplus<deficit> < $14,734.40>
Investment Fund Redemption

13,213.18

Net Operating Surplus<deficit> <$1,521.22>
Memo: Investment Fund income < $50,003.39>
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What is faith formation? Bible studies and or conversations
that lead us to a loving, personal relationship with God. This fall
First Church will be offering several ways to grow your personal
relationship with God.
Sunday Morning Bible Study
This September we will be taking a detour and studying the
Westminster Confession, one of the Confessions in our Book of
Confessions. We’ll explore what is a “confession” and dive into
Reformed theology and how it connects to our life today. Join us at
8:30am before worship!
New Offering: Lunchtime Bible Study on Zoom begins Sept 7
Pastor Julie is teaming up with some local colleagues and
churches to offer Wednesday Noon Zoom Bible Study. All are
welcome! It’s a great chance too for those who are new to Bible
Study or for those who have studied before and want to hear some
different perspectives and be challenged in new ways. The first
book we’ll be studying together is 1 Corinthians. Look for the Zoom
link in the weekly email!
Mondays at 7pm Zoom Bible Study Returns!
Beginning September 12, we will focus on the passage we heard
the day before. All are welcome to “pop in” or out as you have
availability. No previous Bible study experience required. Pick up
the packet of materials in the sanctuary. Look for the link in the
weekly e-news!
Evening Prayer Time Returns September 12!
Join Pastor Julie on our Facebook page at 8pm on Monday
evenings for a short time of evening prayer and music. Share
prayer requests and joys in the comments on the live feed.
Presbyterian Women Bible Study
Resumes Wednesday, September 14th at 9:45 am, this fall they
will be studying “Celebrating Sabbath” based on Matthew 11:28 12:13: “ As Lord of the Sabbath, Jesus invites all of us who are
weary to celebrate a Sabbath that is more about “yes” than about
“no.”” All women are invited to join this monthly Bible Study.
Inclusion Ministry
I can’t believe the summer is almost over. BUT…I am excited for
the fall and new things happening with Inclusion Ministry. I want to
thank all that took the Inclusion Ministry survey. I am looking over
the results and hope to use the information gathered to make
improvements to how First Church can be a more inclusive faith
community.
We welcome back the students of Sterling and Cousino for
another school year with us. Bible Study continues at the Village
of Warren Glenn. We will also be offering other events, so please
see your Bulletin, email, and Sunday announcements for more
details.
SAVE THE DATE
September 22, 7:00 pm @ Village of Warren Glenn
The 10 Commandments of the Islamic Faith
Watch for details in future bulletins and weekly e-newsletters
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Our first meeting of the season will
be Wednesday, September 14th.
We will gather at 9:45 am for
refreshments, with our Bible Study
to follow at 10:00 am led by Pastor
Julie.
Our study begins with Lesson One of
“Celebrating Sabbath” based on Matthew 11:28 12:13: “ As Lord of the Sabbath, Jesus invites all
of us who are weary to celebrate a Sabbath that
is more about “yes” than about “no.””
Please prepare by reading the first lesson, but
don’t let that stop you from coming if you do not
get it done. A short business meeting will follow,
bring your suggestions, ideas and or concerns to
the meeting for discussion.
Nine of us enjoyed a delightful lunch at the
Royal Treat Tearoom in Roseville this past July
12. Fine china place settings, china teapots with
several choices of tea, salads and many different
kinds of scones. Thanks to Lynn Meuchel for
making the arrangements.
We are a welcoming, caring group of women at
First Church and we invite all women to join us on
the 2nd Wednesday of the month
for Bible Study in the conference
room. See you on September 14th!
Judy Webb

Vital Congregations Survey
Last spring, we dove into what it means to be a “Vital
Congregation” during our Easter Season sermon
series. This September, we are inviting the
congregation to participate in the Vital
Congregations Survey. This will help us discern
what areas we think we are doing well in and what
areas we can strengthen or pay some more attention
to as we listen to what God is doing in our midst right
now. The last couple of years have brought lots of
changes and moving pieces. God has been doing
lots of great things in and through First Church! We
need everyone’s help as we discern together how
we can continue to be a vital community
together. Surveys will be available September
11-25. There will be paper copies available in the
office and the sanctuary or you can go online at
http://surveys.pcusa.org/s3/USCVS
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Interested in learning more about what it
means to be a member of First Presbyterian
Church of Warren? Interested in learning more
about what it means to be a Presbyterian?
Join us in the new members class on
September 18 after worship. Lunch provided!
An opportunity to formally join will happen on
September 25. See Elder Jane Motta or
Pastor Julie for more info. Let Pastor Julie
know if you plan on attending by email:
julie@firstofwarren.com .

Our Mission
First Presbyterian Church of Warren is a
welcoming family of God following Christ’s
teaching and putting faith into action
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